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nſcribed and Ren to 
a that Little Gentleman, of Great Vanity, 
Vvho has juſt publiſhed, A Fourth Volume 
3 of HOMER. 


To which is added, 
| Character of the NUNS. 
% & $4 
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— Ridentem dicere verum = 
Quid vert ? . Horace. 


LONDON 


Printed for J. Roztzx Ts in Warwick-Lane. 1719. 


(Price Six-pence.) 
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SATIRE I. 
ON THE 


Engliſh Tranſlations of Ho MER. 


&&:S: Sa s raſh and baſe who do's at arts re- 
n 


(pine; 
wi H 5 True worth oppoſeth; or a brave de- 


e (ſign 
4 . n Well fram d, and mug d, eber pre- 


(ſumes to blame; 1 
Or envies thence a well- extracted fame, 
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But when an unfedg d author, fluſh'd with Praiſe 
Sprung from /;ght minds, by ſuperficial lays, 


Who 
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Who the gay 2rifling croud with tinkling chimes V 


Has skill to pleaſe, and faſb onably rhimes, 
To aim at moſt upendous things is bold ; 
Who can his juſt diſdain or rage with-hold > 


Who, that true ſenſe of the prepoſt'rous deed 


Provokes, wou d not to rigid terms proceed? 


A * work! that has ſo many trials paſs d, 
And with the univerſe deſerves to laſt ! 


As beautiful! almoſt as various too! 


Which we with almoſt equal wonder view! 


Whoſe ſolid worth thro' envious time remains, 
And as more known, more admiration; gains! 
7 its vaſt praiſe all men, all ages join 


And juſtice from a weak arrempr like thine, 


* Homer's Iliad. 
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Y O P—pe, can its tranſcendant AUTH ok find? 
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To whoſe capacious, whoſe prodigious mind 


Nature and Fate their utmoſt force impart, 

And ſhew the whole extent of human wit and art! 
What judgment does a task like this require? 
What ſenſe! what knowledge! what amazing fire 


Bur *tis in vain, the long eſtabliſh'd pride 
Of Britain's ſons, to cenſure or deride. 


As fruitleſs too, their knowledge tis t adviſe, 


Who, ever were, in their conceits, ſo wiſe. 


Boles as reprov'd, the more audacious grow; 
And all things rightly but themſelves, they know. 
Al things preſume to do, when praiſe, or pay, 


| Their darling guides, prepare the choſen way. 


Behold three Britons, in three ſevral times, 


| Three ſev'ral Ways for this, unſheath their rhimes. 


Bold 


8 ' 
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Bold Chapman does the mighty work commetice ; L 


And to a moſt prodigious length he frretches out bis 
( ſence ; 


Tortures and racks it, as in meer deſpight, 
Till cruelly at laſt, tis murther d quite. 
Then 0g3lby, in terms more dull and low, 
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IVhether he ſhou d trauſvert him, yea or no, 
Debates—And then, as *twas by fate decreed, 
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He feebly does attempt to do the deed. I 


Gay P—pe ſucceeds, and joins his skill with 
(theſe, 


He ſmoothes him o'er, and gives him grace and | 
(eaſe, 


And makes him fine, — the Beaus and Belles to ö 
| (pleaſe. | 


Thus is our wir, and thus our r learning tryd ! 


Thus Britons write! and thus are qualify d! 


But ye, who well are ts ſuch works inclin d, 


Thrice worthy judges of the Britiſh kind ! 


Tell 


„ 


ET me why Hows muſt: theſe- wrongs ſuſtaih > 
Fax meet chis barb'rous, this unjuſt diſdain? 


Ist thus we nobleſt ſtrangers entertain 


8 


Is t thus, regard we to deſert diſpenſe? 
7 Suits this, our hopitality and. ſenſes 
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Or wou d we with a modeſt low deſite, 
But to the meaning of his words aſpire 2 
Tf we for this alone, our aims employ, 
6 Th W Pe: task, a Pedant-Durice or Boy 
7 May do —bur if, in reaſon tis requir d, 
17 raniſlators ſhou'd be, like himſelf, inſpir d, 
Shou'd be with equal ſenſe and judgment fill'd, 


In ev'ty human art as greatly skill d, 


Explore the cloſe receſſes of his mind, 


is utmoſt meaning abſolutely find, 


Know nature, and themſelves, and all naukind ; 


B | df 


(10) 


_ fure 4 on in this 1 we ſer r 14" 
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Then let us, if we can, for ſhame give der 
Theſe fooliſh aims, and chus attempt no more: 
Nor by ſuch actions publickly confeſs d, I D 
Of all the-knowing world become—the jeſt. '$ 
For ſhame, let reaſon our endeavours rule; F 
Or, if we muſt proceed to play che fool, 5 F 
Let him be next transform d—by youths at ſchool. ” 
More laudably may nobles own their cauſe, 


And crown the child;ſh work with bounty and ap- 
__ _ (plauſe. 
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'Ts Mr. c- on the firſt Rt Ap. 
pearance of Mr. P--pe's Propo- 


ſals for Printing by Subſcription, 
his Verſion of Homers Iliad. 


8 4 Bit: SSELL then, th' expected hour is come 
7 (at laſt; 

255 W 15 This age of nonſenſe 1 rivals all the paſt. 

ES Sing joyful. 15 Peans : ancient wit 


Shall now to modern confidence ſubmit. 
| Great P—pe has to the combat Homer dard, 


— 84 


| Already ſce the champion is prepar ! 


B 2 | In 


2 


In ai pop, hark! to the lifts he 6 560 : 5 


3 
wo * 


Hight Lintott's ſhop, ſubſcriptions are the drums, 
The beaus, and criticks, judges of the field, 
How. ſoon do's the poor baffled ancient yeild! 
The Britons ſhout, and now victoria! cry: 0 2 
And cafyſt thou, T ctrl. ſtand thus ramely by s 
And not, like him, thy daring woſenſe 1 3 9 
Thus unconcern d and idle in the chrong, 
With che vaſt ſtore chat does to thee belongs 


Foremoſt chou ou d ſt have been: — - but ſince the | 
| (calo 
(AS merit oft to forwardneſs gives 5 


Is thus; at leaſt, the ſecond glory ſhare, 

And from tho Mantuan bard the laurel rate. 

Maro, by Dryden i is but balf diſgrac d; 5 
Let him, by thee, be rotall debas'd. 


Thou ſure, athletic bard. art chiefly fir, 


Of all the bluſt ring empty foes of wit. 


(13) 


Thy fuſtiau ſtrain ſhall bear thee to the sky, = 
7 And with his elegame ſhall proudly vie. 


In what can he be thy ſuperior found? | 
Tho great in ſenſe, thou'rt full as great in 1 


On then with ſpeed! the gen'rous task purſue, 
4 Murther his 7, rojans, his Rutilians too. 


Thoſe who ſhou'd ive, let thy outragious pen 


Deſtroy—and bravely ſlay the lain agen. 


— 


His Turnus laſt diſpatch, by ſlaught ring ſtrains, 
And ſpare the pious Trojan Hero's pains. 
His peaceful Georgics fill with dire uproar, 


And fright the ſwains with ſounds unknown before. 


Never let nature, art, or ſenſe take place; 
Let no ſuch things a work of thine diſgrace: 
With juſt diſdain let thoſe mean trifles fall, 

And with ſtupendous vonſenſe charm us all. 
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Bellowing the view- of peace wich France and Spain. | F 


Or, as with GERO R E, thro'the divided main, 
Thy muſe came ouring to diſturb his reign. 
Such gracious Tonſon with a ſmile ſhall crown, 

And Lintott ne'er refuſe, who knows the town: 
And Add ſon, thy. molt impartial friend, 

Shall readily approveand recommend. 


Such lines as thin, my Hero ! never fail; 
For noiſe and nonſenſe over all prevail. 
| Nonſenſe and noiſe are fortune s ſpecial care; 


By thoſe alone, titles and wealth we ſhare; 


Oblige the great, and oft ſubdue the fair. : 
But wit, like truth, or honeſty, they ſhun ; WEN £ 
And from th ungrateful object ſwiftly run. F 
What's wit? what learning 2 many bards before, 
Of theſe wegleted things had plenteous ſtore : 


2 


(16) 


Put them, alas! with true deſert endu d, 


4 
* 


7 


oy and want inceſſantly purſu d. 


ore proſp rous thou, art from their fare ſecure, 


Jor (void of worth) ſhalt fortune's ſpite endure. 
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=: &:4H worthy Ho MER] from the Stygian 
3 (coaſt 


O 205 Advance ! ariſe, oh venerable ghoſt! 
KZY 


Now Poetaſters vilify thy ſtrain, 


And a new Zoilus appears again. 


C48) 


As ſeven cities once, thy vallu d worth 
Caus d to diſpute the title of thy birth; 

As each the honour did contending claim, 
Thinking by that to gain immortal Fame; 
Of treating thee now 21, W ſeem to boaſt! 


And even ſtrive who ſhall degrade thee moſt! 


b 
1 


Fiercely aſſail thy merit and thy praiſe, 


= 


And in zhezr Fall, our vanity wou'd raiſe. 


« * 
pf 
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Come! and thy courſe to Britain ſwiftly bend; 
Thy ſelf, and faking Poeſy defend. : 


Such patterns let thy wond'rous knowledge ſliew,) 
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That we, if we can yield to learn, may know, 
What poets are, who really are ſo. 


That true repute, from cuſtom cannot riſe, 
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Nor in the bounty of a rabble lies, 


(19) 


That faction has not in its pow'r to give 


3 To make the glorious benefit ſecure, 
What things we muſt reject, and what procure, 
3 Avoid, and practice, conquer, and endure ; 

: 1 With what vice care, and conſtancy of ſoul, 
All difficultics paſs, and all controul, 


And what ſincerely be; pretence, and pride, 


1 With vain conceit, intirely caſt aſide. 
1 
Shew, the right way, fo hardly found, to fame, 


| Teach our cenſorious tongues, with proper 0 
p, I 


| To tax our r ſelves, and own a needful ſhame. 


| Make us, if poſſible, converted, know, | 
That merit, ſimply, do's from nature flow, 


And not from dazling pomp, and ſpecious ſhow ; 


C4 In 


"6 ) 
In thought, and ſolid ſenſe, is only found, 
And not in frothy phraſe, and ratt ling ſound. 


Yet ſtay ! forbear! and as thou art remain, 
Endure thy lot, nor wiſh to live again. 
If thy rezown that muſt for ever laſt, 
That has thro' ſuch a train of ages paſs'd 


Unweakned yet, that ſcorns to time to bow, 


So great! ſo fixt! procures from Britons now 
No more eſteem, what cou'd'{t thou find unknown, 


 Grac'd by thy poor tranſcendant worth alone. 
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Wou d fate the gift of toilſome life reſtore, 
And add endowments that were thine before ; 
Did'ſt thou, oh HOMER! in our land revive, 
And hope with Britons on thy wit to thrive ; 
Patrons and criticks wou'd that hope deceive, 
And in deſpair thy failing merit leave. 
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All wou d thy precepts and thy practice ſcorn, 


And thou become forſaken and forlorn. 


Thou muſt, great bard! renew thy ſappliant ſtrain, 


And paſs from door to door, to beg thy bread again. 
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3 HO' wond'rous things the female ſaints 
80 (pretend, 
5 In what does woman's feignd Groen 


XN (end? 
2 IT'S : + To gain admirers, treats, attendants, 


(clothes, 
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- Is all the zeal that ſhe ſincerely knows. 
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Ev n common obſervation finds it true: 
But oh! the tricks of a ſelefted crew 
Theſe, let the muſe expoſe to publick view. 
Unvail them, that the world may plainly ſee 
What ſtains, religious garb, are found in thee! 


The vain pretence of female ſanctity 


* 


Many renounce the world upon conſtraint: 
And each unwi//ingly becomes a faint. 
But real picty can few ſurpriſe ; 


82 _ * a | | 
And ner prevails upon the rich and wiſe. 


1 None leave dear pomp, and faſhionable ſin: 


'Tis wretches only, that the cloyſters win. 


Seek joys to come, who here enjoyments ſhare ? 


hs 


LEY Ye IE Ny Ned 


Why ſhould they waſte their lives in irkſome prayer, 


( 26 ) 


{Bur the poor nymph whom cruel love has croſs d; 


f JHer maiden toy, or her repute has loſt; 
Who is in mind or body thus diſtreſs'd ; 


F 01 with the weight of poverty oppreſs d; 


Helpleſs, alas! ſhe's to dey otion driven: 


And, for the world unfit, reſign d to heaven. 


In convents thus difpos d, at once, ny do 


he work of int WY and religion too. 


Mildly to heav'n they look, and coldly pray, 
Still /oath alas! to go that rigid Way: 
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Then pow'rful raptures plenteouſſy ariſe, 


| And heave their pious * and roul their l 
0 1 Al I 


1 Sometimes, (to try what ſtrong conceit will do) 4 
i With wanton words promiſcuouſly they wos: 
i And while each with licentious fury burns, 


ll. They ſtrive, to play the vigorous male, by turns. 


Sometimes, their pictures melting mee, in 
(ſpire 


MEND . 4 r " 
ASI a bd OCONEE 
ot. 8 22 N 
3 8 299 r n 
f 1 7 ” 36 B > AS 75 1 
2 2 ccc IRS TY "4 


And cold and ſenſeleſs images can fire. 


But theſe are toys - the monk, beneath his hood, 4 
Is furniſh'd with ſubſtantial fleſh and blood, | 
Wich living Joys, and with unfeigned good. 
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nt Yer ſtill, they ſomething to their wiſhes want, 


es. 
0 The monk is no mercurial true gallant ; 


L Void of the tempting habit, air, and mien; 
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; Oft too ſome little dread does intervene, 


| | And damp the furious joy: — or could the ſlave 
L | Perform whate er their wild deſires can crave; 

1 A perfect meaſure of delight diſpenſe; 

7 And fatisfy the guſt of ev ry ſenſe ; | 
a The charms of novelty would ſtill or, 

1 Each head and heart unſettled AS ——. che tail. 


No to the place of rendezyous repair, 
A lover to your minds attends ye there : 
One, in whom all that's graceful is combin d, 


A ſparkling beau. — the darling of your kind. 


D s Mark 


But, as they can, they play——the luſcious game, F 


(28) 


Mark with what looks chey view him o er and | 


A | E GLEN (o' er, 
Melting, thro' ſtrong conceit, at ey v'ry pore. 


Mark how they rage ar, their impriſond ſtate; | 
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And curſe the cruel and obdurate grate. 
Yet what che grate does ro their wiſh deny. 


Kind fancy {till endeavours to ſupply. 


Nor grate without, nor holy vows within, 


Have power to reſtrain their wanton fin ; ; 


Well-known, tho' ' modeſty conceals the name. 


How wond'rous this! —— that ſaints in ſacred cell = 
Should dare to act- 


— what we muſt bluſh to tel. 


Are theſe the fruits religion does afford! 


Its »yptial off rings to our deareſt Lord? = 


( 29 ) 


Say, yeblaſphemers, who thus lead your lives, 

T ; Are theſe our Saviours chaſte and pious wives? 

er, [ Far more reſerv'd and continent a train 

| f Our rev rend matrons keep in Drury-lane. 
Where, to advance the ſober trade each drives, 

And to improve their manners and their lives, 

Let each (to perfect what they ve well begun) 

A pious Ableſs be, or virtuous Nun. 
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